The stern, sharp-visaged gods and kings of ancient Egypt with which most of us are familiar create the impression that life in those days was a deadly serious affair. Through the decoration on a shallow faience bowl with a brilliant bluegreen glaze we may, however, catch a glimpse of the gay life which the Egyptians enjoyed during the prosperous times of the New Kingdom.
Blue-glazed faience bowl. Probably xix Dynasty (1320-1200 B.C.). Rogers Fund, 1945 Diameter about 5 inches from the Museum's blue bowl, he saw the picture on the bottom: a man in a knee-length kilt like that worn by the boy who had served the full cup. Vines cascade from the man's arms. Those on his left arm are obscure, but the arrow-shaped leaves of the vine on his right arm can be identified as those of Convolvulus arvensis, popularly known today as the morning glory. The man supports a wine jar against his right shoulder, and in his left hand he holds what is probably a cone of ointment. Although ointment was usually carried on a footed dish (see ill. opposite), this man is carrying it in the palm of his hand. Our assumption that the object in his hand is a cone of ointment is justified not only by the wavy lines, representing oil trickling from the dripping cake, which descend from his palm, but also by the similarity of the broken line used to represent the object to the dotted lines often used for cones in tomb paintings. We may therefore interpret the picture as that of a servant at a banquet. Decked with vines for the occasion, he carries wine and fragrant ointment for the pleasure of the guests.
The bowl is of nearly the same size and shape as many other Egyptian bowls of blue-glazed faience, but most of them are decorated with stylized drawings of fish and lotus. Only a few have men or women in the decoration, and occasionally cows or monkeys appear. There is only one bowl in this relatively small group, to Humor of a sort which would appeal to a present-day host as much as it did to an Egyptian of the New Kingdom appears in the decoration of the bowl from Gurob. Picture a guest at a party as he drained this bowl. There, in the center, he saw a monkey propped up on its tail, munching some fruit, while a man, tied to its waist, dances before it. The impression the guest received is that which one would have on looking in a mirror that showed things the opposite of the way they should be. The effect on the startled guest must have been amusing, and it requires small imagination to hear the host assuring him that the bottom of the bowl is indeed a real mirror. This same spirit of satire, which appears to ward the end of the New Kingdom, is found in a papyrus of the Twenty-first Dynasty ( 
